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Guest Editors’ Preface 
The aim of this Volume is to stimulate debate and promote closer interaction between researches, 
helping in implementing new methods and facing new applicative problems in the direction of a more  
sustainable and fair future than the present age. Most contributions are derived from papers 
presented at the AIRO Winter 2013 Conference; it was fully supported by AIRO, the Italian 
Operational Research Association (AIRO), to which we address our special thanks. 
AIRO, founded in 1961, provides services and information to users and researchers of Operations 
Research and is responsible for training and dissemination of decision science methods in Italy. The 
Association consists of more than 400 members, representatives of universities, research centers and 
companies. Research interests cover a wide range of both methods and applications, from 
Transportation and Logistics to ICT, from Environment to Finance, form Production to 
Communication. 
From 2003, AIRO organizes a winter meeting, attended by over 60 scientists from international 
universities, who shared high-quality scientific programs, a simple and relaxing atmosphere and good 
leisure time in breathtaking and scenic skiing resorts. The spirit of AIRO Winter is to both collect 
valuable research contributions on classical OR topics and stimulate exploration of the borders of OR, 
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trying to point out new methodologies at every edition while maintaining the same essential style. 
Further, AIRO winter conference series aim at promoting friendly interaction and interdisciplinary 
scientific exchange, open towards original research contributions. 
After the successful previous editions, the AIRO Winter 2013 Conference held in Champoluc, Val 
D'Ayas, Aosta, Italy, from January 28 to February 1, 2013. AIRO winter 2013 aimed to bring together 
leading scientists in order to discuss different approaches of Operational Research for the optimal 
management of the territory in order to ensure Development, Sustainability and Local Economies. 
The research topics included scheduling and location problems, transportation services and 
sustainable freight logistics, energy production and distribution, water management, application of 
combinatorial optimization problems, game theory and dynamics. 
This Social Science and Behavioral Elsevier Procedia Volume contains most of the papers presented at 
AIRO Winter 2013 and gives an overview of the issues discussed during the conference. All papers 
were subjected to a peer-review process. The guest Editors wish to thank all authors who submitted 
work for consideration in this Volume. Further, we thank the referees for their important work in 
reviewing the papers and assuring the high-quality of the present Volume.  
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